e time will come when the wophy will be
rare and valuable, As taxidermist you are
aware thar there is a proper way to care for

these trophies so they will stand the test of time
and foster fond memories of past hundng adven-
tures. Let's not forger another valuable part of
predator trophies—che claws and canines. If your
client requeses a full body mount, such as a bear
or cat, you can replace one or several claws with
reproducrion claws. This will allow the original
claws o be used as an added memento of the
hunr. Head mounts of predators (bears or cougars)
yield twenty claws that can recycled into added
trophies and profits for yow.

Care and preparation for claw and canines is as
important as the care and preparation of the hide,
You no doubt have collected exrra claws and ca-
nines over the years and wonder whar could be
done with them. T will give you some suggestions,
First ler's consider proper care.

CLAW REMOVAL

To remove claws from a fresh skin, make an
incision through each toe pad, dissect the bone o
which the claw is attached, and dip it off with tin
snips. Genrly boil it in sal-soda until the claw slips
free of the bone. If you wish to fll the daw, mix
epoxy with the desired shade of ardist oil paint 1o
match the claw (brown, bume umber or bladk for
black bear, grizely, kodiak brown bear, and wolf;
yellow achre for cars, cougars, African lions, bob-
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cats or leopards.) After the filling has dried
avernight, hand sand, starting with 220 w 800 grit
wet and dry sandpaper. Excessive hear or warter will
eventually damage & daw, causing it 1o separare.
CANINE TEETH CARE

Proper care and preparation of the canines is
very important for several reasons. Onee they are
removed and cleaned of all fleshy root marerial,
they are susceprible 1o cracking, To preserve and
prevent possible damage they should be filled. We
have had excellent success filling canines with a
mixture of mammoth ivory dust and specialized
liquid epoxy, which absorbs the heat from the
epony’s chemical hardening action, Withour this
dust this heat would damage the canines. Mam-
moth ivory dust is a waste product of my work. A
substitute you can mix with liquid epoxy {a prod-
vt like FantastiCast) is molding plaster or whit-
ing, The important thing is slow curing to reduce
hear which will cause the enamel to crack, The
hard filler also makes the tooth solid which can
prevent breakage in shipping and handling, Be sure
ro save the entire canine and not cur off or damage
the oot

The area above the tooth (root area) can be
scrimshaw-ed (engraved), bur the woth enamel is
too hard o serimshaw, Keep in mind the finished
jewelry canine should never be left in direct sun-
light for long periods of dme or near excessive heat
ar water, which could cause cracking,

Please allow me o share some ways ['ve learned
over thirty years of urilizing these items to make
unusual jewelry for my clients. These sugpestions
have worked well for black bears, prizzly bears, ko-
diake brown bears, mounmin lions, African lions, |
wolves, and leopards. To expand your business
with clients, we offer a2 unique jewelry and wear-
able accessories line that can be made from claws
and canines. These items include fne serimshaw
on fossil ivory, natural pold nuggets, penuine gem-
stones and natural stones with sterling silver and
14K gold, with cach piece being hand fabricated w
the individual. Over the years we have been asked
by many taxidermists if we have cast caps they
could buy and put on themselves. We do nor. We
find the problem with cast items is thar all claws
differ in size and shape, requiring thar we hand
build all our pieces for proper fir.

Offfering, these extra services allows you to ex-
pand your profits and build a client relationship
that will bring you repear business, It also allows
you to utilize excess daws and canines w offer for
sabe in your showmom for added capiml, or as gifts
to special dients for friends. Be sure w know your
state’s or country’s laws in relation to sale of claw
or canines. ll
TOM HIGH and his wife Mary own Rooky Moun-
gaxirs Serimshny andd Arts in Alzmoss, Colorads, They
can be reached ar 719-58%-2108.
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